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not only of God like the creatures, but of the essence of God. And this was the reason why the word c essence' was put into the creed. Again, the Arians were asked if they would confess that the Son is not a creature, but the power and eternal image of the Father and true God. Instead of giving a straightforward answer, they were caught whispering to each other. c This is true of ourselves, for we men are called the image and glory of God.1 We too are-eternal, for we who live are always.2 And powers of God are many. Is He not the Lord of powers (hosts)? The locust and the caterpillar are actually " my great power which I sent among you." 3 He is true God also, for he became true God as soon as he was created.5 These were the evasions which compelled the bishops to sum up the sense of Scripture in the statement that the Son is of one essence with the Father.
So far Athanasius. The longer the debate went on, the clearer it became that the meaning of Scripture Acceptance of could not be defined without going outside the creed. gcripture for words to define it. In the end, they all signed except a few. Many, however, signed with misgivings, and some almost avowedly as a formality to please the Emperor. c The soul is none the worse for a little ink.' It is not a pleasant scene for the historian.
Eusebius of Csesarea was sorely disappointed. Instead of giving a creed to Christendom, he received
1 i Cor. xi. 7.
2 2 Cor. iv. ii; the impudence of the quotation is worth notice. 8 Joel ii. 25 (army).